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How do I react to FEAR? 
  Fear is not always a bad thing, God himself gave us the 
emotion of fear to energize us, to focus our attention, and to 
help us deal with a threat when danger comes.  Our fears can 
be exaggerated or misplaced.  We fear the wrong things for 
the wrong reasons. The Bible mentions two specific types of 
fear, first is beneficial and to be encouraged, the other is a 
detriment and is to be overcome.  The fear of the Lord does 
not mean to be afraid of something, rather it is a reverential 
awe of God, a reverence for His power and glory. It also 
brings many blessings and benefits.  It’s the beginning of 
wisdom and leads to good understanding, only fools despise 
wisdom and discipline.  It leads to life, rest, peace and 
contentment and provides a security and a place of safety for 
us. 
  When we focus too much on ourselves that fear cripples 
us.  We keep silent about our faith because we are afraid of 
what others will think.  We forget how good and faithful God is 
and become filled with anxiety about the future.  What if global 
warming melts the polar ice caps?  What if terrorists poison 
our drinking water?  What if I or a loved one gets an incurable 
disease? What if so and so gets in power? What if? What 
If?  This kind of fear is a work of the evil one and wants us to 
keep living under dark and ominous clouds so we never look 
up to God and find strength, courage or confidence to move 
forward. We forget his loving care when he reminds us that 
even the sparrows are under His protection.  God has not 
given us a spirit of fear, but the power and of love and a sound 
mind.  A spirit of fearfulness and timidity does not come from 
God. 
  When we are afraid and it overcomes us, we need to trust in 
and love God completely.  There is no fear in love, perfect 
love drives out fear, because it has to do with punishment and 
the one who fears is not made perfect in love.  No one is 
perfect and God knows this, and why he has sprinkled 
encouragement against fear throughout the Bible.  Did you 
know fear is mentioned 365 times in the Bible?  God reminds 
us to fear not for I am with you.  Do not anxiously look about 
you, for I am your God, I will strengthen you.  Often we fear 
the future and what will become of us, but Jesus reminds us 
that God cares for the birds of the air so how much more will 
he provide for his children?  So don’t be afraid, you are worth 
more than many sparrows. Jesus help me cast away needless 
fear and trust in your powerful, personal love. 
  At this time in our world, I hear so many people talk about 
fear, so I did some research on the topic to share with 
you.  We have so much to be thankful for, so wishing you a 
very Blessed Thanksgiving and may God Bless you and your 
Family. 

Sr Georgine Larson osf, spiritual assistant 

  
 

Our Lady of Good Help 
  I visited the shrine of Our Lady of Good Help at Champion, 
Wisconsin, sixteen miles northeast of Green Bay.  It is the 
only approved Marian Shrine in the United States.  In 1859, 
Our Lady appeared to Adele Brise in Wisconsin near Green 
Bay.  Our Lady asked Adele to teach the children in the area 
about God. 
  Adele walked wherever she went.  She went door to door 
teaching the children in the area and helping the parents 
any way she could.  By 1864, she had gathered like-minded 
women and they formed a community.  They became 
Secular Franciscans, which had many members in the area.  
When Saint Francis formed the Secular Order, he stressed 
modesty in dress, works of charity, the practice of fasting 
and praying the Liturgy of the Hours.  Adele and her 
followers also wore a type of habit. 
  On October 8, 1871, the Great Chicago Fire destroyed four 
square miles of the city and killed 250 people.  That same 
night, the storm system that fueled the Great Chicago Fire 
also spawned the Peshtigo Fire.  This series of blazes, 
firestorms and fire tornadoes destroyed 2,400 square 
miles, roughly the size of the state of Delaware, and killed 
1,500 to 2,500 people. 
  Adele and the people of the area escaped by praying the 
rosary all during the fire.  The six acres of the property was 
spared, while all around them the earth was burned. 
  Many miracles have taken place at this shrine. 

Patty Commerford ofs, minister 

November 30th is the feast day of St. Andrew the Apostle.  
  St. Andrew was the very first disciple called by Our Lord, and 
he is the one who got his brother, St. Peter, to become Jesus’ 
disciple too. The feast of St. Andrew marks the end of the 
liturgical year and the beginning of a new year with the start 
of Advent. In fact, the Sunday that falls nearest to St. Andrew’s 
feast day on November 30th is always the first Sunday of Advent.  
If the St. Andrew novena was prayed as a traditional nine-day 
novena, it would end on the Feast of the Immaculate Conception 
on December 8th.  However, this novena prayer is actually 
traditionally prayed much longer than nine days—it is prayed 
through all four weeks of Advent.  It is piously believed that 
whoever recites the St. Andrew Christmas novena 
prayer FIFTEEN times each day from the feast of St. Andrew 
(30th November) until Christmas Eve will obtain the favor 
requested. Prayer is an essential part of Advent. Reciting this 
special novena prayer each day is a simple yet beautiful way to 
celebrate the spiritual significance of the Advent season and to 
experience a deeper conversion to Jesus.  

St. Andrew Christmas Novena 
Hail and blessed be the hour and moment in which the Son of God 

was born Of the most pure Virgin Mary, at midnight, in Bethlehem, in 
the piercing cold. In that hour vouchsafe, I beseech Thee, O my God, 

to hear my prayer and grant my desires through the merits of Our 
Savior Jesus Christ, and of His blessed Mother. Amen. 
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 Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting 
St Otto’s Conference Room, October 11, 2016 5:00PM 

  Members present: Patty Commerford, Jan Rybaski, Janet 
Berendt, Kathy Hoffman Tax, Charlotte VanRisseghem and 
Sr Georgine Larson. 
  Minister Patty opened the meeting with prayers from The 
Ritual.  Sr Georgine read a reflection from The Word Among 
Us on the readings of the day. 
  Minutes of the last meeting were reviewed with one 
correction on the treasury balance from .20 to .29.  
Treasurer’s report distributed for reviewal from Sept. 13 to 
Oct. 11, 2016. 
Beginning Balance:  $1,560.29 
Receipts: Common Fund       107.00 
                   India Family          10.00 
                   Interest               .07 
No Disbursements 
Ending Balance:  $1,677.36 
Total India Family           89.45 
Suggestions for charitable donations: Birthline, Franciscan 
Brothers of Peace.  Open to other suggestions. 
  Approval for $47.00 for postage to Kathy Hoffman Tax and 
for the cost of Oasis Share a Meal ingredients to Patty. 
  Upcoming events: Thursday, November 3, Oasis Share a 
Meal at First Lutheran Church, 5PM.  Friday, November 18, 
8:30AM Mass at St Joseph’s Church, Pierz for Secular 
Franciscans.  Tuesday, December 13, Gathering at 5:30PM, 
POT LUCK, bring cookies to share, extra to Nouis Place, 
Camillus Place and EEI.  Choose prayer partner and a virtue 
to pray for in 2017. 
  Inactive status is approved for Leona Mattock and Collette 
Peterson. 
  Sr Georgine requested prayers for Sr Hope. 
Council closed at 5:40PM with prayers from The Ritual 

Gathering At St Otto’s Hearthside Room 
October 11, 2016 6PM 

  Members present: Patty Commerford, Kathy Hoffman Tax, 
Jan Rybaski, Elvira Stumpf, Charlotte VanRisseghem, Rita 
Vosen, Karen Gross and Sr Georgine Larson.  Excused 
members: Leona Mattock, Collette Peterson, Kay Voegtle, 
Beverly Nouis and Pam Geyer.  Absent: David Czech and Sue 
Zenzen. 
  Following a bag lunch, Patty opened the meeting with 
prayer from The Ritual.  Sr Georgine read a reflection from 
today’s gospel reading.  Jan Rybaski led the Seven Sorrows 
of Mary Rosary.  The gospel readings for the following 
Sunday were read and discussed.  Kathy Hoffman Tax read 
Chapter 11 of Rediscover Catholicism.  Patty led the Chaplet 
of Divine Mercy.  Closing prayers from The Ritual at 8:00PM. 

Janet Berendt ofs, secretary 

Calendar of Events 
November 2016 
1

st
-All Saints Day 

2
nd

-All Soul’s Day 
8

th
-GATHERING AT ST OTTO’S 6PM  

Prayer Leader-Rita Vosen 
Prayer-Liturgy of the Hours 
10

th
-St Leo the Great 

11
th

-Veterans Day-St Martin of Tours 
17

th
-St Elizabeth of Hungary 

21
st

-The Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
22

nd
-St Cecilia 

27
th

-first Sunday of Advent 
30

th
-St Andrew 

December 2016 
7

th
-profession anniversary-Pam Geyer & Kathy Tax 

8
th

-Immaculate Conception of Mary 
12

th
-Our Lady of Guadalupe 

13
th

-GATHERING AT ST OTTO’S 5:30PM 
Prayer Leader-Karen Gross 
Prayer-Liturgy of the Hours 
25

th
-The Birth of Jesus 

26
th

-St Stephen 
27

th
-St John 

28
th

-The Holy Innocents 
30

th
-Feast of The Holy Family 

 
 

 
Adele Brise was born in Belgium in 1831. Together 
with her parents, she immigrated to Wisconsin in 
1855. In early October 1859, Adele reported seeing a 
woman clothed in white and standing between two 
trees, a hemlock and a maple. Adele described the 
woman as surrounded by a bright light, clothed in 
dazzling white with a yellow sash around her waist and 
a crown of stars above her flowing blond locks. She 
was frightened by the vision and prayed until it 
disappeared. When she told her parents what she had 
seen, they suggested that a poor soul might be in need 
of prayers. 
  The following Sunday, which was October 9, 1859, 
she saw the apparition a second time while walking to 
Mass in the community of Bay Settlement. Her sister 
and another woman were with her at the time but 
neither of them saw anything. She asked the parish 
priest for advice, and he told her that if she saw the 
apparition again, she should ask it, "In the Name of 
God, who are you and what do you wish of me?" 
  Returning from Mass that same day, she saw the 
apparition a third time, and this time asked the 
question she was given. The lady replied, "I am the 
Queen of Heaven, who prays for the conversion of sinners, 
and I wish you to do the same." Adele Brise was also 
given a mission to "gather the children in this wild 
country and teach them what they should know for 
salvation." 
  At the time of the apparition Adele was 28 years old, 
and she devoted the rest of her life to teaching 
children. At first she traveled by foot from house to 
house, and later she began a small school. Some other 
women joined her in this work and they formed a 
community of sisters according to the rule of 
the Third Order Franciscans, although Adele Brise 
never took public vows as a nun. She died on July 5, 
1896. 
 

The Feast of the Holy Family 
Liturgical Color:  White 
Type of Holiday:  Feast Day; Holy Day of Obligation (if on a Sunday) 
Time of Year:  The Sunday between Christmas and New Year's Day; If 
both are Sundays, the feast is celebrated on December 30 
Duration:  One Day  
Celebrates/Symbolizes: The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph 
Alternate Names:  Holy Family Sunday 
Scriptural References:  Matthew 2:13-23; Luke 2:1-24, Psalm 128, 
Colossians 3:12-21. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bay_Settlement,_Wisconsin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Third_Order_Franciscans
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nun
http://www.churchyear.net/basic/feastday.html
http://www.churchyear.net/terms.html#holyday

